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Importance of Rule of Law 

■ Rule of Law is the purest form of a public good 
■ It is the core responsibility of the State 

 
How India fares? 
 

■ WJP’s Rule of Law Index 2016: India ranks 66 out of 113. 

■ India ranks 137 out of 163 on the Global Peace Index 2017 

■ Cost of conflict was $742 bn, ~8% of India’s GDP (GPI 
2016) 

 

Why is that so? 

 
■ Law and order has fallen off the priority list 



              

Taking Stock of the State of Policing  

■Crime per lakh persons increased by 28% from 2005 to 
2015 

 
■Police to population ratio in India is 137 per 100,000 
people, despite the sanctioned strength being 181. UN 
recommends ratio of 222. 

 
■India’s spend on policing as a % of GDP around 0.7%; low 
public spending compared to education, and even health  

 
■Recent Police modernisation scheme earmarked Rs. 25,000 
crore over next 3 years  

 



              

What’s holding us back? 

Failure at Reforms: 
■The Indian Police Act of 1861 governs the police till date 
■Globally followed “Peelian Principles” not incorporated  
■As many as 20 Commissions set up since independence  

 
Prioritising private over public goods: 
■Socialist structure - Focus on politically controlled resource 

allocation  
■Lack of focus on the core tasks of delivery of public good 

 
At the crux of it:  
■Lack of comprehensive public data hinders diagnosis 



              

International Examples 

■ National Crime Victimization Survey, US (1973)  
 

■ Crime Survey for England & Wales, UK (1982)  
 

■ International Crime Victimisation Survey, UNICRI (1989)  
 

■ Crime Victimisation Survey, Australia (2008) 
 

■ European Crime and Safety Survey, EU (2005)  
 



Focusing on Diagnostics as the First Step 
 

SATARC Survey of 20,597 households across Delhi, Mumbai, 
Chennai, Bengaluru 



              

Sample Size 



              

Survey Methodology 

 
 



              

What proportion of the population was a victim? 



              

Under Reporting of Theft 



              

Why the Gap? 



              

Dis/Satisfaction with Police 



              

What are the reasons for satisfaction? 



              

What are the reasons for dissatisfaction?  



              

How serious is the problem of crime in your area? 



              

Safety Perceptions 



              

Adaptive Behaviours 



              

Survey as Police Management Tool - Zone-wise Data 

(Victim Distribution) 



              

■ Surveys complement official crime records by: 
■ Assessing the gap in actual and recorded crime incidence 

by identifying crimes that are not reported to the police 
■ Recognising those most vulnerable to crime 
■ Evaluating people’s attitude towards the police and 

courts 
■ Assessing the impact of crime on quality of life 

■ Using the data as a management tool  
■ Basis for staffing and designing interventions  
■ Serves as a public record of performance  
■ Tool for Budgeting exercise (incorporate safety and not 

just crime incidence)    
■ SATARC is an illustration of what can replicated at a 

national level 

Way Forward 



THANK YOU 


